
15-6(15270.75):JVD:361094 



Mi-OS.- o< 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



patent application of: 

Ronald G. Thieman 

Serial No.: 10/772,574 

Filed: February 5 , 2004 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PLACING A PRODUCT IN A FLEXIBLE 
RECLOSABLE CONTAINER 



Before the Examiner 
Hemant Desai 

Group Art Unit 3721 



September 1,2005 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(c)(2) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant wishes to bring 
to the attention of the Examiner the items of information listed on the enclosed PTO 
Forms PTO/SB-08. Copies of the foreign references are enclosed. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in § 1.56(b). 



Express Mail Label No. EV466816081US 



. Date of Deposit September 1, 2005 



I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the Unjted States Postal Service "Express 
Mail Post Office to Addressee" service unjtef37 C.F.R. §1.10 on/me^late indicated above and is 
^dressed to the Commissioner for Patepffs, P.jO. Box 1450, Al§xap0ria, V A/323 13-1450. 





g paper or fee 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Serial No. 10/772,574 

Attorney Docket: 39015-6 (15270.75) 

Page 1 of 2 



39015^6 (15270.75):JVD:361O94 

This Statement is being submitted the mailing date of the first Office Action £iv* «fke 
Q.C^)on the merits. It is believed that no fee is required for consideration of the submitted 

items. Should any fee be required, however, please charge such fee to Deposit Account 
No. 23-3030, but not to include any payment of issue fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 




John V. Daniluck 
Reg. No. 40,581 
Woodard, Emhardt, Moriarty, 

McNett & Henry LLP 
Bank One Center/Tower, Suite 3700 
111 Monument Circle 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-5137 
(317) 634-3456 telephone 
(317) 637-7561 facsimile 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Serial No. 10/772,574 

Attorney Docket: 39015-6(15270.75) 

Page 2 of 2 



901 5-6(1 5270.75): JVD:361 096 



WEMMH/SB/08A (4/03) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



^Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 


Complete if Known ^ 


V INFORMATION! niQOI HQI IDC 
inrwl\l¥IM 1 \\Jv% UloULUOUKE 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Application Number 


10/772,574 


Filing Date 


February 5, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Ronald G. Thieman 


(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Group Art Unit 


3721 


Examiner Name 


Hemant Desai 


^ Sheet 1 1 j of | 5 


Attornev Docket Number 


39015-6 M 5270.751 J 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code 2 (If known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 






2001/0005973 


07/05/2001 


Schneider et al. 








2001/0002504 


06/07/2001 


Provan et al. 








3,202,559 


08/24/1965 


Laguerre 








3,426,396 


02/11/1969 


Laguerre 








3 701 191 


1f)A1/1Q79 
iu/o i / 1 y i d. 


Laguerre 








4,199,845 


04/29/1980 


Ausnit 








4,241,865 


12/30/1980 


Ferrell 








4,262,395 


04/21/1981 


Kosky 








4,415,386 


11/15/1983 


Ferrell et al. 








4,581,006 


04/08/1986 


Hugues et al. 








4,874,257 


10/17/1989 


Inagaki 








4,890,935 


01/02/1990 


Ausnit 








4,894,975 


01/23/1990 


Ausnit 








4,945,714 


08/07/90 


Bodolay et al 








5,007,142 


04/16/1991 


Herrington 








5,007,143 


04/16/1991 


Herrington 








5,010,627 


04/30/1991 


Herrington et al. 








5,020,194 


06/04/1991 


Herrington et al. 





Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 
Country Code'-Number'-Klnd Code* (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 








GB 2 085 519 A 


04/28/1982 












EP 0 098 392 A2 


01/18/1984 












WO 99/36325 


07/22/1999 












WO 99/56947 


11/11/1999 












WO 98/57863 


12/23/1998 












WO 00/02722 


01/20/2000 












EP 0 689 993 


04/14/1999 












WO 99/65353 


12-23-1999 









Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 2023 1. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



39015-6(15270.75):JVD:361096 WEMM H/SB/08 A (4/03) 



Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Reduction Act of 1995 t no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION niQPI OQI IDC 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

{use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/772,574 


Filing Date 


February 5, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Ronald G. Thieman 


Group Art Unit 


3721 


Examiner Name 


Hemant Desai 


^ Sheet | 2 | of | 5 


Attorney Docket Number 


39015-6(15270.75^ J 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code 2 (If known) 


Publication Date 

■ f II f\f\ \AAA/ 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 






5,024,537 


06/18/1991 


Tilman 








5,063,644 


11/12/1991 


Herrington et al. 








5,067,208 


11/26/1991 


Herrington Jr. et al. 








C f\1C\ COO 

5,070,583 


A tA MA **\f\At 

12/10/1991 


Herrington 








0, 085,031 


02/04/1992 


McDonald 








C AOO (~\~7 A 

5,088,971 


02/18/1 992 


Herrington 








r~ A /*\ r\ ^ At f\ 

5,103,546 


04/14/1992 


Rossini et al. 








5,131,121 


07/21/1992 


Herrington, Jr. et al. 








5,140,796 


08/25/1992 


Pope 








5,152,613 


10/06/1992 


Herrington, Jr. 








C A fl> A AAA 

5,161,286 


11/10/1992 


Herrington, Jr. et al. 








5,167,608 


12/01/1992 


Steffens, Jr. et al. 








C A ~~7 r\ O A 

5,179,816 


01/19/1993 


Wojnicki 








C A AA ~Jf> A 

5,189,764 


03/02/1993 


Herrington et al. 








5,211,482 


05/18/1993 


Tilman 








5,247,781 


09/28/1993 


Runge 












mcnarason ex ai. 








5,301,394 


04/12/1994 


Richardson et al. 








5,301,395 


04/12/1994 


Richardson et al. 








5,400,568 


03/28/1995 


Kanemisue et al. 








5,405,478 


04/11/1995 


Richardson et al. 








5,417,035 


05/23/1995 


English 








5,425,216 


06/20/1995 


Ausnit 








5,426,830 


06/27/1995 


Richardson et al. 








5,431,760 


07/11/1995 


Donovan 








5,435,864 


07/25/1995 


Machacek et al. 








5,442,838 


08/22/1995 


Richardson et al. 








5,448,807 


09/12/1995 


Herrington, Jr. 








5,448,808 


09/12/1995 


Gross 








5,461,845 


10/31/1995 


Yeager 





Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



Ex?TOWT?K^nT!!aTTfieT5enc^^ 

copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 1 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.eov or MPEP 901.04. 5 Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent document. 1 Kind of document by the apOpropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is attached. 



3901 5-6(1 527075): JVD:361 096 WEMMH/SB/08A (4/03) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



r 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/772,574 



February 5, 2004 



Ronald G. Thieman 



3721 



Hemant Desai 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 3901 5-6 M 5270.75) 



F U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS J 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code 2 (If known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines where 

Rplavant Pa<isaaf>4 or Relevant 

Figures Appear 






5,482,375 


01/09/1996 


Richardson et al. 








5,505,037 


f\A IC\C\IA C\f\G 

04/09/1 996 


Terminella et al. 








5,525,363 


f\C* IA A IA nAC 

06/11/1996 


Herber et al. 








5,557,907 


09/24/1 996 


Malin et al. 








c c&a f\r\& 

5,561,996 


1 0/08/1 996 


English 








5,622,431 


n a i*m ia 

04/22/1 997 


Simonsen 








5,638,586 


ia —f ia nr\"7 

06/1 7/1 997 


Malm et al. 








5,664,299 


09/09/1 997 


Porchia et al. 








5,669,715 


09/23/1 997 


Dobreski et al. 








5,722,128 


aa tf\r\ ia nnn 

03/03/1 998 


Toney et al. 








5,775,812 


f\~r ir\~7 ia r»oo 

07/07/1 998 


bt. Phillips et al. 








»- o r\r\ c\a 

5,809,621 


r\r\ ir> o ia r\r\0 

09/22/1 998 


McCree et al. 








5,816,018 


a r\ tf\& ia onn 

1 0/06/1 998 


Bois 








5 826 401 


10/27/1 998 

1 \JI £- III <J \J\J 


Bois 








5,833,791 


11/10/1998 


Bryniarski et al. 








5,836,056 


11/17/1998 


Porchia et al. 








5,857,310 


01/12/1999 


Bois 








5,867,875 


02/09/1999 


Beck et al. 








5,871,281 


02/16/1999 


Stolmeier et a. 








5,884,452 


03/23/1999 


Bois 








5,896,627 


04/27/1999 


Cappel et al. 








5,938,337 


08/17/1999 


Provan et al. 








5,951,453 


09/14/1999 


Yeager 








5,953,796 


09/21/1999 


McMahon et al. 








5,956,924 


09/28/1999 


Thieman 








6,000,197 


12/14/1999 


Ausnit 








6,003,582 


12/21/1999 


Blohowiak et al. 





| Examiner 
1 Signature 




Date 

Considered 




iAAMIINtK: uuu 


ai ii reierei 









copy of this form with next communication to applicant 
1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.ROv or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the 
document by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent document 3 Kind of document by the apOpropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 2023 1. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1. 



3901 5-6(1 5270.75): JVD:361 096 WEMMH/SB/08A (4/03) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
lt M fc n U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


10/772,574 f 


Filing Date 


February 5, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Ronald G. Thieman 


Group Art Unit 


3721 


Examiner Name 


Hemant Desai 


^ Sheet | 4 | of | 5 


Attornev Docket Number 


39015-6 M 5270.75} J 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 

Initiate* 

initials 


Cite 

NO. 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code 2 (If known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 






6,012,264 


01/11/2000 


Linkiewicz 








6,032,437 


03/07/2000 


Bois 








6,071,011 


06/06/2000 


Thomas et al. 








6,085,491 


07/11/2000 


Bois 








6,088,887 


07/18/2000 


Bois 








6,110,090 


08/29/2000 


Ausnit 








6,110,586 


08/29/2000 


Johnson 








6,115,892 


09/12/2000 


Malin et al. 








6,117,060 


09/12/2000 


Bodolay 








6,131,369 


10/17/2000 


Ausnit 








6,131,370 


10/17/2000 


Ausnit 








6,131,374 


10/17/2000 


Bois 








6,138,439 


10/31/2000 


McMahan et al. 








GAG* 17-1 

D,1o1 ,271 


12/19/2000 


Schreiter 








6,178,722 


01/30/2001 


McMahon 








6,199,256 


03/13/2001 


Revnew et al. 








6,209,287 


04/03/2001 


Thieman 








6,212,857 


04/10/2001 


Van Erden 








6,213,640 


04/10/2001 


Bois 








6,216,423 


04/17/2001 


Thieman 








6,244,021 


06/12/2001 


Ausnit et al. 








6,261,000 


07/17/2001 


Bois 








6,279,298 


08/28/2001 


Thomas et al. 








6,286,189 


09/11/2001 


Provan et al. 








6,286,999 


09/11/2001 


Cappel et al. 








6,289,561 


09/18/2001 


Provan et al. 








6,292,986 


09/25/2001 


Provan et al. 








6,293,896 


09/25/2001 


Buchman 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (W1PO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent document 3 Kind of document by the apOpropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is attached. 



39015-6(15270.75):JVD:361096 WEMMH/SB/08A (4/03) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
I lnrior tha Dflnonwftr . n.j. ,-»*■-. a «t # 4 nnc U S ' Patent and Trader nark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

_ , u und c er the PaPfJ^™ Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 
Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 

r^MpTp^pnr^]? tniZ™^ t0 ChiGf Information Us - Patc * "™» Trademark Office, Washington, DC 2023 1. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 

COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C 20231 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 
Sheet | 5 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/772,574 



February 5, 2004 



Ronald G. Thieman 



3721 



Hemant Desai 



of 



Attornev Docket Number 



39015-6 (15270.75) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code 2 (If known) 


Publication Data 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 






6,305,844 


10/23/2001 


Bois 








6,327,754 


12/11/2001 


Belmont et al. 








6,334,709 


01/01/2002 


Bois 








6,339,911 


01/22/2002 


Bois 








6,343,455 


02/05/2002 


Bois 








6,376,035 B1 


04/23/2002 


Dobreski et al. 








6,470,551 Ba 


10/29/2002 


Provan et al. 








6,611,996 B2 


09/02/2003 


Blythe et al. 








6,622,353 B2 


09/23/2003 


Provan et al. 


j 






6,871,473 B1 


03/29/2005 


Dutt et al. 








6,686,005 B2 


02/03/2004 


White et al. 








6,713,152 B2 


03/30/2004 


Chen et al. 








2005/0086911 A1 


04/28/2005 


Dutt et al. 





































































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 3 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the apOpropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is attached. 



